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ÅSelf-expanding transcatheter aortic valve replacement (TAVR) is 
preferred to medical therapy in patients with severe, 
symptomatic aortic stenosis deemed prohibitive for surgical aortic 
valve replacement (SAVR)1, and is superior in patients at high risk 
for operative mortality at 30 days.2

ÅThe comparative efficacy of TAVR and SAVR has been less well 
studied in aortic stenosis patients at lower surgical risk.

Background

1Popma J,  Adams D, Reardon M, et al. J Am CollCardiol2014
2Adams D, PopmaJ, Reardon M, et al. New EnglJ Med 2014
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Objective

To assess the safety and efficacy of TAVR with 
the self-expanding valve vs. surgical AVR in 
patients with symptomatic, severe aortic 

stenosis at intermediate surgical risk
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Intermediate Surgical Risk 
tǊŜŘƛŎǘŜŘ Ǌƛǎƪ ƻŦ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƳƻǊǘŀƭƛǘȅ җо҈ ŀƴŘ ғмр҈

Heart Team Evaluation
Assess inclusion/exclusion  

Risk classification

Randomization
Stratified by need for revascularization

TAVR SAVR

TAVR + PCI SAVR + CABGTAVR only SAVR only

Baseline neurological 
assessments

Screening Committee
Confirmed eligibility
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Trial Design



Primary endpoint
All-cause mortality or disabling stroke at 24 months 

Key secondary endpoints
Safety:

ï All-cause mortality

ï All stroke

ï Aortic valve reintervention

ï Major vascular complications

ï Life-threatening or major bleeding

ï Pacemaker implantation 

ï Major adverse cardiovascular and cerebrovascular events (MACCE)

Study Endpoints

Efficacy:
ς Mean gradient 
ς EOA
ς Moderate/severe AR

Quality of life:
ς KCCQ 
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5 sites in Canada
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